sophic inquiry. Not only was the Roman mind wholly different from the Greek in its outlook on life and its receptiveness, but the Romans had the disadvantage of approaching the higher problems only after a prolonged Greek effort seemed to have proved their insolubility. It was a sceptic who brought philosophy to Rome. By the fourth century even such philosophic work as the earlier Latins had accomplished was retiring within an ever-narrowing circle. The aim of the average cultured Roman was to afford a kind of dainty intellectual entertainment; either by elaborately wrought epistles, in which content was almost a matter of no consideration, or by rhetorical discourse. Hence the teacher of rhetoric held the first place in the educational world. . When Gratian, in 376, fixed the salary which the municipalities were to pay their teachers, he awarded twenty-four annonte to the rhetor and only twelve to the grammarian. A skilful
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